
MIN ISTRY  OF

HAnMaded
HOW TO MAKE A: Zip Purse or Project Bag

For the best results, please read through all the instructions before you start making your purse!
A zip purse is such a versatile little 
creature! It can be put to a myriad 
of uses to store all sorts of things in 
the home or office. Make a larger 
version and use it as a project bag 
to store your craft projects.
Our zip purse is simple to construct and 
easy to duplicate and just perfect for 
using offcuts of favourite fabrics!

The size of your purse
The size of your purse is up to you and 
is determined by what you want to 
use it for. To calculate the size of your 
pattern pieces, work out the size you 
would like your finished purse to be 
and then add the seam allowances: 
1.0cm for the bottom and sides and 
1.5cm for the top.

These notes and the pattern 
provided will create a zip purse 
that is approx 26cm x 18.5cm. 

You will need:
• Outer fabric     0.3m
• Lining fabric     0.3m
• Wadding (medium weight 

pellon, sometimes called 
fusible fleece, cotton or 
bamboo quilt batting, 
polyester wadding) 0.3m

• 25cm (or longer) dress zip
• Matching thread 
• OPTIONAL: Iron-on 

interfacing 0.3m This can be 
added as well if you wish 
your purse to have a firmer 
feel.
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Use these measurements for both the 
outer fabric, the lining fabric and the 
batting/wadding.

Your zip needs to be approx 5cm 
longer than the width of your purse.

To create a rectangular base with a 
box corner, simply cut out a square 
from each bottom corner. Increasing 
or decreasing the size of the cut-out in 
the corners will change the width of the 
base. If you make the square smaller 
the base will be narrower. If you make 
the square bigger the base will be 
wider.



Step 1. 
Trim the right hand edge of the pattern 
as marked to create the right size. Trim 
out the pattern for the zip tabs.
Step 2. 
Cut the fabric:
• 2 x Outer fabric   
• 2 x Lining fabric   
• 2 x Wadding         
• 2 x Zip tabs         
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Step 3. 
Fold in the four corners of the pattern 
along the diagonal lines as marked. 
Trim the four corners of the wadding 
to suit. This will help reduce bulk as 
you start to sew your pieces of fabric 
together.

Step 4. 
Attach the wadding: If you are using 
fusible fleece or pellon, iron it to the 
wrong side of both pieces of the outer 
fabric. If you are using non-fusible 
wadding or batting, pin it in place and 
then attach by stitching it to both pieces 
of the outer fabric across the bottom 
and top edges about 8-10mm from the 
edge.

 

Step 5.  
Cut each zip tab in half as shown 
above. For each end of the zip you 
will use two pieces of fabric - one of 
the outer fabric and one of the lining 
fabric.

Step 6. 
To attach the tabs to the zip, start at 
the bottom end. With the right side 
of the zip facing up, place one of the 
lining pieces of the tabs face side up 
as shown under the zip. Make sure 
that the little metal piece at the base 
of the zip is outside your fabric. Line 
everything up so that tab is evenly 
positioned and lying parallel to the zip.

Step 7. 
Place one of the outside tabs over the 
zip with the good side of the fabric 
facing down as shown. 

Step 8. 
Pin through all layers as shown.

Step 9. 
Stitch through all layers with a 10mm 
seam allowance.

Step 10. 
Carefully cut off the excess piece of 
zip.

Creating a zip purse without box corners



Step 11. 
To attach the tab to the top end of 
the zip, move the slider down about 
70mm. 

Step 12. 
Place the lining piece of the tab under 
the zip like you did in Step 6.

Step 13. 
Use your tape measure to position it 
exactly. The outer edges of both tabs 
should be 220mm apart as shown.

Step 14. 
Put the last remaining tab over the top 
as shown. Pin in place similar to what 
you did in Step 8.

Step 15. 
Fold the edge of the tab back to make 
sure that the two sides of zip are lined 
up parallel to each other. The two rows 
of teeth should be just touching.

Step 16. 
Stitch through all layers with a 10mm 
seam allowance as in Step 9.

Step 17. 
Carefully cut off the excess piece of 
zip.

Step 18. 
On both ends of the zip, fold the tabs 
so that they lie away from the zip and 
the seam is enclosed between the outer 
fabric and the lining fabric. Press well
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Step 19. 
On both ends, stitch the two layers of 
the tab together to hold them in place.

PLEASE READ!! 
Here are some special notes about 
which presser foot to use when 
attaching the zip to the outer fabric 
and lining! 
Because sewing machines, their 
presser feet and their needle positions  

vary, you may choose to use your 
regular foot or your zip foot to stitch 
the zip with tabs to your purse fabric. 

To create my purse shown here in 
these notes, I used the regular foot 
and a 12mm seam allowance. If I 
had used the zip foot, I could have 

increased the seam allowance to 
15mm.  

If you are uncertain, just test a couple 
of combinations to see what works 
best for you and your machine.

Remember...it’s all a learning process!



Now that the tabs are attached to the 
zip, the finished zip plus tabs should be 
the same width as the outside of your 
purse: 280mm.

Step 20.  
Flip the zip over so that the reverse side 
is showing. Line it up as shown so that 
the tops and sides of the tab align.

Step 21. 
Pin the zip in place well, making sure 
that it is a consistent distance from the 
edge of the fabric as shown.

Step 22.  
Using a seam allowance of 12 - 15mm, 
start sewing from the edge of the 
zip tab. Make sure that the slider is 
pulled down a bit from the fully closed 
position as shown.

Step 23.  
Continue sewing until you almost reach 
the slider. At that point, lift the presser 
foot and leaving the needle so that it is 
in the fabric, move the slider past the 
presser foot back to the closed position. 

Continue sewing until you reach the 
other end..

Now that the zip and tabs are attached 
to the front, this is how it should look. 

Step 24. 
Fold the zip back down again and then 
place the front over one of the lining 
pieces with the right sides of the fabrics 
facing each other as shown.

If you fold the zip upwards, it will look 
like this....great isn’t it!!!!
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Step 25. 
Pin the pieces of fabric together making 
sure that all the edges are lined up.

Step 26. 
Sew from one side to the other over 
the same stitching line that you created 
when you attached the zip.

Step 27. 
Fold the fabric so that the zip is 
exposed and so the outside fabric and 
lining fabric are lying back to back.
Press well making sure that the outer 
fabric and lining fabric are pressed 
away from the zip.

Step 28. 
Now we are going to repeat Steps 20 
- 28 for the other pieces of outer and 
lining fabric.
Pin the zip and tabs to the piece of 
outer fabric as shown.

It should look like this. Step 329. 
Attach the zip as per Steps 22 - 24.
Sew from one edge to the other 
working carefully around the zip slider.

Step 30. 
Final “sandwiching” step...you are 
doing really well!!!
Attach the last lining piece. The layers 
should be:
• Last piece of lining fabric good 

side facing down.
• Other lining piece good side up 

(already attached)
• Outer fabric wadding side up
• Zip and tab layer
• Last outer fabric piece, wadding 

side down. 
Line up all the top edges, pin securely 
and then stitch together along the same 
stitching line.  Phew!!With it folded out flat is should look like 

this.
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With the two sides of the purse folded 
out flat, it should look like this!

Step 32. 
Put the linings together and the outers 
together lining up all edges.

Step 33. 
With all the edges lined up, pin all the 
way around the purse.

Step 35. 
On both sides make sure that the 
zip tabs are pushed towards the 
lining side. Line up the seams. This is 
important!

Step 34. 
Trim all four corners where the zip tabs 
are attached to outer fabric and the 
lining fabric. This is to remove bulk. 

Step 37. 
Measure in appox 60mm from each 
side of the lining and mark with a pin. 
Do not stitch between the pins!!!

Step 36. 
The next step is to stitch all around the 
outside edge leaving an opening in the 
base of the lining so it can be turned 
through.

Step 31. Fun part! Fold the layers so 
that you have a lining and outer on 
each side of the zip. 
Congratulate yourself!
Now, press well making sure that each 
piece of fabric is lying straight and that 
there are no rolled edges of bubbly bits 
along the sides of the zip. 

To finish off the purse we fold the layers 
another way!  

BUT FIRST UNZIP THE ZIP!
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Step 40. 
Trim all four corners on the diagonal 
as shown to remove bulk. This will help 
you have nice neat corners when you 
turn your purse through to the right 
side.

Step 41. 
Turn the purse through. Make sure that 
the fabric for the corners on the outside 
fabric is pushed out so that the corner 
are nice and crisp. Do this carefully as 
you don’t want to damage your fabric.

Step 43. 
Using your index finger, make sure you 
push the tabs up from the inside so that 
they sit nicely.

Step 42. 
Make sure the corners on the lining are 
nice and crisp too!

Step 44. 
Line up the bottom edges of the lining 
with the seam allowance folded inside. 
Pin in place.

Step 45. 
Stitch the opening closed on the sewing 
machine or by hand using a needle 
and thread.

Step 38. 
Stitch the whole way around starting 
at one pin and ending at the other. 
When stitching the lining, the seam 
allowance is 15mm, for the outer fabric 
it is 10mm.

Step 39. 
Take care when stitching across the 
area with the stitch tabs as it is a bit 
bulky!!!
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Your beautiful finished zip purse!!!!



Step 37. 
Stitch down both sides and the bottom 
of the outer using a 10mm seam 
allowance. Stitch down one side and 
the bottom of the lining using a seam 
allowance of 15mm. Leave an opening 
in the bottom seam of the lining so that 
you can turn your purse through. Do 
not stitch the corners.

When you have stitched all four corners 
as described, return to Step 41 of the 
previous instructions.

Step 38. 
For each corner, open out the seam 
allowance of the bottom seam and side 
seam and place these stitching lines 
against each other as shown. Pin in 
place. and then sew parallel to the raw 
edges with a seam allowance of 10mm 
on the outer fabric and 15mm on the 
lining fabric.

Now stand back and admire your zip purse. 
High-5 someone close by! 
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Cut out the squares on the bottom 
edges of the outer fabric, lining 
fabric and wadding as indicated 
on the pattern.

Creating a zip purse with box corners
Follow all steps until to including 
Step 36 of the previous instructions.
Resume the prvious instructions 
from Step 42.

Step 39. 
On each corner sew parallel to the raw 
edges with a seam allowance of 10mm 
on the outer fabric and 15mm on the 
lining fabric.


