
Piped cushions .. they can 
really add a touch of class to 
your home! These instructions 
produce a cushion cover that 
rivals those of equal quality and 
look professionally made!
Have fun with your cushion making...
there really are no rules!!

Try using different fabrics on the front and 
back as well as different fabric for the 
piping. This is a particularly good tip if 
you have an expensive fabric you’d like 
to use. If it is only featured on the front, 
with a less expensive contrasting fabric 
on the back, you can reduce the cost of 
your cushion making and still use some 
awesome fabrics! This is also a great 
way to use up remnants or to upcycle 
some great fabrics like vintage linen tea 
towels.

HOW TO MAKE A:

Overview!
Here are the main steps to making 
your piped cushion:
• Cut your fabric
• Insert the zip
• Make the piping
• Create the rounded corners
• Attach the piping 
• Assemble the cushion

For the best results, please read through all the instructions before you start making your cushion!
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Choosing the right size for 
your cushion cover
Cushion inserts vary in size and 
quality. Regardless of the size of 
your insert, for the best looking 
cushion, it is best to make a cover 
that fits well.

These instructions are for a finished 
cushion cover that is 42cm x 42cm. 
This will fit a 45cm polyfill insert.

If your insert is different size 
or very plump, you can adjust 
the measurements of the cover 
accordingly. The seam allowance 
included in the measurements is 
1.5cm unless stated otherwise.

Materials required:
• 0.6m fabric for the cushion
• 0.1m fabric for the piping
• 4.5mm diam piping cord
• 35mm (or longer) dress zip (not 

invisible)
• matching thread



Cushion front

#1 Cut the fabric

Step 1. Cut the fabric for the front of 
your cushion. The measurements are 
45cm x 45cm. 

Step 2. Cut the fabric for the back of 
your cushion. The width should be the 
same as the front, the height should be 
7.0cm bigger ie 45cm x 52cm.

Step 3. Measure up approx 10cm - 
15cm from the bottom on both sides 
of the back, draw a line horizontally 
and then cut along the line. This is the 
position for the zip. You can make this 
cut as high as you like but it must be at 
least 5cm from the bottom edge.
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Step 4.  Cut your piping fabric.
Mark some 4.5cm wide strips on your 
fabric so that you have a total length 
that equals the length of all four sides 
plus 10cm. Cut your strips.

Cushion back top

Cushion back bottom



Step 1. On the back fabric, overlock or 
zig zag the two edges that you created 
by cutting from side to side.

Step 2. On the cushion back bottom, 
fold down 1.0cm of fabric on the top 
edge and pin it in place. On the cushion 
back top, fold up 3.5cm on the bottom 
edge and pin it in place as shown. Press 
these edges well and remove the pins.

#2 Insert the zip

Step 7. Lay cushion back bottom as 
per Step 7 photo. Then lay the cushion 
back top over the cushion back bottom 
with the overlocked or zig zag edge 
lined up with the top edge of the zip 
which is lying right side down. Make 
sure that the sides are all in alignment. 
Pin in place.

Step 4. Keeping the zip centrally 
located, lie the folded edge of the 
cushion back bottom against the teeth 
of the zip as shown. Pin in place as 
shown.

Step 5. Using your zipper foot with 
the needle moved as far to the right as 
possible, stitch as shown to attach the 
zip to the cushion back bottom.

Cushion back top
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This will give you an idea of how it 
should look.

Step 6. It should look like this!

Step 3. Your zip should be 
approximately 5cm narrower than the 
width of your cushion fabric. Check by 
lying it on your fabric. If it is too long, 
shorten it by cutting off the bottom end. 
If you do this, be careful not to pull the 
slider right off!

Cushion back bottom

This shows some of the reverse side to 
help to understand the placement!



Here’s another view of the layers, just 
folding back the cushion back top 
fabric, so you can see how it should 
look!

Step 8. Zig zag across the top joining 
the fabric and the zip together.

Here is a view of one side of the 
cushion with the stitching completed.

Step 10. On both sides, stitch between 
the fabric edges and the pins, back 
stitching at both ends.

Step 11. Fold the cushion back top 
out flat so that you can see the whole 
back, with the right sides facing up.

This is a view up under the flap that 
covers the zip!

Step 9. Measure in 5cm from each 
side seam and put a pin in fold line as 
shown.

End of stitching

Beginning of stitching

Cushion back top

Cushion back bottom

Step 12. Pin along the folded edge as 
as shown. 



Step 13. In a few spots across the 
cushion (each end and middle), 
position a few pins 3cm up from the 
folded edge as shown. 

Step 16. Remove the tape! Your zip is 
finished! YAY!!

Here is a close up view. Here is a view from the reverse side.

Step 14. Position of strip of blue 
painters tape or masking tape across 
your cushion back in line with the your 
marker pins (previous step) from the left 
edge to the right edge of the fabric. 

Step 15. Stitch along on the side of the 
tape closest to the zip. Take care not to 
stitch into the tape.

Step 1. If you need to join the strips 
of fabric for your piping to create 
enough length, do that now. This photo 
shows the pieces being joined on the 
diagonal. Joining the fabric on the 
diagonal spreads the bulk of the layers 
over the length of the join. 

Step 2. Trim the seam allowances to 
about 5mm and press the seam open.

Step 3. Lie the piping cord in the 
middle of the piping fabric as shown 
with the end of the cordabout 2.0cm 
from the end of the fabric.

#3 Make the piping



Make sure that you keep the edges 
lined up exactly - NOT like this photo 
where they are out of alignment!!

Step 4. Fold the fabric in half and 
secure twith a pin.

Step 5. Using the zipper foot and the 
needle positioned as far to the left as 
possible, stitch along next to the cord. 
As you sew, use your finger or the tip 
of the seam ripper to crease the fabric 
so you can sew nice and close! Keep 
stitching until you get to the end of the 
piping cord. Your piping cord is ready 
to attach to the cushion front!!

The cut 
end of 
cord inside 
the piping 
fabric is 
located as 
shown.

Step 1. Create your rounded corners by 
using a small drinking glass, egg cup, 
etc. An object with a diameter of about 
5cm or 6cm is perfect!

Step 2. Draw a line and cut out your 
curve on each of the four corners and 
the four corners on the back. 

#4 Create the rounded corners
It is much easier to attach piping to 
a curved edge rather than a square 
corner, so you will need to trim all four 
corners of the front piece of fabric.

Step 1.  Fold the front of your cushion 
fabric in half vertically and put a small 
snip in the middle of the bottom on the 
fold to mark the centre point.

Step 2. Pin the piping to the right side 
of the bottom of the front fabric with the 
raw edges lined up and with the end of 
the cord lined up with the snip. 

End of cord Snip

#5 Attach the piping

Step 3. Start sewing (using the zipper 
foot) about 3cm from the pin to secure 
the piping cord to the fabric and then 
continue, with the edge of the piping 
fabric lined up with the edge of the 
cushion front fabric.



Step 4. When you are about 8cm from 
the first corner, stop sewing and start 
snipping the edge of the piping fabric 
vertically to within about 3mm of the 
stitching on your piping cord.

Another view of Step 5. Step 5. Making your snips about 3mm 
apart, snip the whole section of the 
piping fabric that will lay around the 
first corner. You should be able to make 
it lie around the curve like a fan.

Step 6. Lay the snipped piping fabric 
on the cushion fabric with the edges all 
lined up and start to sew around the 
corner.                                                         

Continue the whole way around, 
keeping the piping fabric edge 
perfectly lined up with the fabric 
edge the whole way round. 
Repeat for the other three corners. 

Step 7. After the last corner, stop 
sewing when you are about 8cm away 
from the pin that lines up with the notch 
on the bottom edge of the cushion front.

Step 8. You are going to overlap the 
two ends of the piping cord to finish 
off. Lift up the end of the piping from 
the beginning as shown above. Curve 
the end of the cord down towards the 
seam allowance as shown.

Step 9. Fold the beginning of the piping 
fabric down into the seam allowance 
as well as shown. Both ends of the 
piping cord will now face out into the 
seam allowance. Line them up so that 
they overlap as close as possible over 
the notch (from Step 4).  Make sure that 
the cut end of the cord (from Step 4 
“Making the Piping”) meets the line of 
the cord coming from the edge of the 
fabric above. 

Lift up 
beginning 
of piping
fabric

Curve end 
of piping
fabric 
into seam 
allowance

Here is the 
cut end of 
cord inside 
the piping 
fabric.

Step 10. Pin in place!



Step 11. Stitch across the top of the 
cord to line up with your original 
stitching keeping the end of the cords 
pulled down away from the sewing 
edge. 

Step 12cs. Continue sewing until you 
meet the point where you started 
sewing in Step 6. Remove your fabric 
from the machine. It should look like 
this!

Step 1. Lie the front and back cushion 
pieces, right sides together, the the 
back on the table and the front on top.

Step 2. Pin all four corners as shown. 

#6 Assemble the cushion
Yay! You are nearly finished. The last 
step is to stitch the front to the back!

BEFORE YOU START JOINING 
THE FRONT AND BACK 
TOGETHER, SLIDE THE ZIP OPEN!

Step 3. Pin the whole way around 
making sure that all the edges are lined 
up.

Step 4. Still using the zipper foot, sew 
all the way around the edge of the 
cushion, on the side that has the piping 
cord attached. Sew on the outside of 
the piping cord as shown. Aim to stitch 
over your orginal stitching or closer 
where necessary/possible to get as 
close to the piping cord as possible.

Step 5. Take care going around the 
corners that you stay nice and close 
to the cord and that the cord is lying 
in the direction away from the edge. 
Stitch the whole way around!



Step 6. Turn the cushion cover through 
and lie it flat. Have a good look at your 
piping on both sides. You might notice 
in some spots (particularly the corners) 
that there are some gaps between the 
fabric and the stitching used to make 
the piping. This is normal and is easily 
fixed!!

Step 7. Turn the cushion cover through 
so it is inside out again. Put it into the 
sewing machine so that you can now 
stitch on the side that was facing down 
when you joined the front and back  
together. (CLUE: stitch on the side that 
only has one row of stitching on it, 
not two!) Stitch the whole way around 
again paying attention to get as close as 
possible to the piping cord.

Step 8. Here is a close-up of a finished 
corner with its several layers of 
stitching. Don’t be afraid to repeat do 
this last step several times, if needed. If 
there are still little gaps where you can 
get closer to the piping cord to make 
a really nice neat finish, it is worth the 
effort!

Step 9. Around each corner, carefully 
snip out some small triangles as shown. 
This will help your corners lie nice 
and flat because the bulk has been 
removed.

Step 10. Zigzag or overlock around 
your raw edges if you wish. This is a 
good idea if you have a loose weave 
fabric or plan on washing your cushion 
cover quite regularly. This will prevent 
the fabric from fraying when washed.

Step 11. Turn your cushion cover to the 
right side. Pull the piping edge so that it 
all lies flat and smooth. Press well!

Step 12. High five someone nearby! 
You clever thing....you’ve made a 
piped cushion cover!


