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Patch Pocket Module
We want to thank you for your support of 
ModularME! It means a lot to us to have you 
download the pattern. We hope you love extending 
the ModularME base pattern with this Patch Pocket 
Module.

If you have other modules you would like us to 
create for you please let us know!

Email us: create@minstryofhandmade.com.au

Pockets are one of the simplest pattern add-ons. 
They’re functional and elevate garments to the next 
level. 

Patch Pockets are the simplest pockets you can add 
and are the kind that are used on the back of jeans 
for example, but you will have also seen them used 
on tops, dresses, skirts, pants, jackets, aprons etc.

This module covers how to add Patch Pockets to 
your garment.

What to consider:

 " Functionality - The size, shape and position 
of the pocket must ensure the pocket is 
comfortable to use

 " Aesthetics - How the pocket is positioned 
and detailed needs to be balanced and 
proportionate to the garment.

What do I need?
Patch Pockets are usually made from the same 
fabric as the garment they’re being attached to, but 
you can use a contrasting fabric of a similar weight 
for effect. 

In addition to your sewing kit (pins, scissors, sewing 
machine, iron etc) you will need the following:

 " Fabric: Adding one pocket will require about 
20cm of fabric. This will change if you decide 
to alter the pocket dimensions or if you wish to 
select a particular part of patterned fabric.

 " Sewing thread. Generally the assembly 
of the garment is sewn in a coordinating 
colour. However you may wish to change to a 
contrasting colour for the topstitching on the 
pocket for detail.

 " ModularME #1 Top pattern and instructions.
 " Paper (or trace and toile), pen and ruler to 

create your Patch Pocket pattern.
 " Extra paper to record adjustments if you 

decide to vary your pocket pattern.
 " Your ModularME top muslin/toile (test 

garment).

Terminology
Edgestitch  - Edgestitching 

is a type of topstitching that 

is always very close to the 

seam or edge (no more than 

about 2mm). If you have an 

edgestitching presser foot for 

your sewing machine, now is 

the time to use it! If you don’t, 

it doesn’t matter just use your 

normal presser foot.

Video support
We have created a short video explaining positioning 
and attaching the pocket.

Positioning and attaching the patch pocket

mailto:create%40minstryofhandmade.com.au?subject=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLOFqgk5pe0
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Decide on the shape and size of the pocket 

The simplest Patch Pocket you can add is a square 
or a rectangle. This module works with a pocket with 
a finished size of 16cm wide x 14cm tall (marked A in 
the diagram). 

Seam allowances - we’ve used seam allowances 
of 1cm for the sides and bottom of the pocket and 
a foldover depth of 1cm (1cm initial foldover, 1cm 
secondary foldover).

This is designed to provide you with a  base  to work 
from. It could be the perfect size for you, or you may 
wish to make it oversize, wider, taller, have a larger 
fold over on the top of the pocket or a curved bottom 
etc - this is completely up to you!

Prepare the Patch Pocket 
pattern and placement Examples of pocket shapes and 

various foldover depths.

A

Don’t overthink it, just try it and then 
adjust if needed and record the changes 
on your pattern.

To get an idea of what the pocket may 
look like, cut out a piece of paper in 
the finished size and pin it to your test 
garment.

Want a pocket with 
a curved edge? 
Easy! For a template, use 
an upturned glass, cup or 
plate to trace the curved 
shape on top your paper 
pattern.

There are two examples 
shown on the right.

Curved edges

Place your circle template on 
to your pattern as shown. Draw 
lines around the template then 
cut along the lines. 

And voila! You have created 
a pattern for curved edge 
pocket!

Small radius corners Semi-circle bottom

Paper 
pattern

Template

Draw lines
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Work out pocket placement

When deciding on placement, consider the 
following:

 " ■Ease of use
 " How the pocket/s look in relation to other 

areas of the garment and body
 " Where pockets are placed on other garments 

you own

As a guide, if you are adding two pockets at about 
upper hip height, ensure the gap between the 
pockets is about double the gap between the pocket 
and the side seam.

Once you are happy with placement remember to 
record the position on to your ModularME top pattern 
for use next time.

We recommend using asterix or circles to mark the 
position of each pocket corner.

Examples of pocket placement

Fabric layout and cutting

Position your pocket pattern parallel to 
the straight of the grain.

Edge of pocket

Cut 1 pocket piece for each pocket you’re 
adding to your garment.

Bottom of pocket

Top of pocket

Fabric
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Pocket edges

Serge (overlock) or zigzag the sides and 
bottom edges of the Patch Pocket.

For a pocket with a curved edge use a long 
stitch length to sew along the curved edges 
1cm from the edge. 

2

3

Serge (overlock) 
or zigzag stitch 
these edges

Use  ModularME #1 Top pattern instructions 
steps 1 to 121

Fold and press edges - for straight edges

Press the sides and bottom edge in 1cm to 
the wrong side. 

Fold and press edges - for curved edges

Use your line of stitching as a guide to fold 
your fabric to the wrong side. 

*On the curves the fabric will bunch or 
overlap.

Press the pocket then remove the stitching 
line.

For a curved 
pocket, add 
a long stitch 
1cm from the 
overlocked edge

Fold sides and 
bottom edges 
in 1cm

On a curved 
pocket use the 
long stitch as 
a guide when 
folding

3

2

Assembly instructions
The following instructions show the steps 
involved to add one pocket. Simply repeat 
each step as you go for each additional pocket 
you’re adding.

The easiest way to add a patch pocket is 
to do it before you stitch up the side seams 
of the garment to allow better access when 
turning to stitch them on.

For this reason, you will sandwich the steps 
below inbetween those in the ModularME #1 
Top pattern.
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Position the patch pocket

Once you’re ready to transfer the pocket 
markings onto your garment, lay the garment 
out flat right side up. 

Mark the pocket corner locations with pins. 

Ensure the pocket is level. You can do this by 
folding the top in half down the middle from 
neck to hem and ensure that the side of the 
pocket is parallel with the centre fold. 

Examples of 
pocket placement

6

Positioning and attaching the 
patch pocket

Check out this video which discusses how to 
position the pockets.

6

5 Stitch top of pocket

Edgestitch along the bottom of the folded 
edge on the top of the pocket, back stitching 
at the start and finish.

Edgestitch

Now to attach it to your garment!

1cm
1cm

Fold top edge 1cm 
then press. 

Fold the edge 
again 1cm.

Press then pin in 
place.

1cm
1cm

Fold and press top edge

Press the top edge of the pocket down 
1cm to the wrong side, then fold and press 
another 1cm down. Pin the top edge in place.

4 4

5

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLOFqgk5pe0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLOFqgk5pe0
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Pin pocket 
in place

7Pin pocket in place

Once satisfied with pocket placement, open 
your top out flat again and pin pocket in 
place. 

7

Complete remaining ModularME #1 Top 
pattern instructions9

Edgestitch 
pocket in 
place

8Stitch the pocket onto the garment

Edgestitch the pocket by sewing down one 
side, along the bottom and back up the other 
side being sure to reinforce with backstitching 
at the beginning and end.

Revel in your new pockets!

8


